The Newsletter of the Rochester Cursillo Movement


Message From the Lay Director

I READ IT IN THE BOOK

HEBREWS 10: 24, 25 “We must consider how to rouse one another to love and good works.  We should not stay away from the   assembly, as is the custom of some, but encourage one another…”


When I read that during my lunch hour a few weeks ago, I did a double-take.  I had been wondering what to write to encourage members of my Cursillo family.  Many times the problem has appeared:  good people excuse themselves from mass; other good people are unable to make time for Ultreya.  I have done it myself.  Apparently, it was a problem in the first century of Christianity too.


We have a mission, and we can’t do it without each other.  We need to give and receive grace.  Jesus, our brother and Lord, has chosen us for the task.  It is not without challenges, and not one of us is perfect on our own.  We all need to forgive and be forgiven.  With the grace of Christ, everything is possible.


Please keep the prayers and palanca coming!  Christ is counting on us!

Ultreya!
Chuck Flansburg

Message From the Assistant Lay Director

Cursillo Leaders and Leaders of Cursillo

I am writing to ask your reflection upon this call to become a Leader of Cursillo.

Everyone in our Cursillo community is a Cursillo Leader. By having more than average influence on environments we are all Cursillo Leaders.

But, the definition of a Leader of Cursillo is not as simple as a Cursillo Leader. It is different from a Cursillo Leader and different from leaders in the secular world. Leadership style is critical to the well being of the rest of us. For example command and control leadership is vital when people’s lives are at stake. Military combat, fire fighting and police work require it. Command and control is not welcome in our Movement.

In contrast Leaders of Cursillo have the authority (delegated by our Bishop) over the Cursillo Movement but not over Cursillistas. The Secretariat and its Committees, the Leaders School and our Weekend Teams are simply instruments of service. Leadership of Cursillo cannot be allowed to become a license to control people, resources or events. Our leadership is just a service, no more important to the Fundamental Ideas of Cursillo than the humble service of a Cursillista who scrubs the toilets before a 3-day weekend.

When the Holy Spirit is in charge, our leaders accept their role as service. As Assistant Lay Director I find that my style of leadership is evolving. My vision is to become more rooted in our Cursillo Mentality. It is not always an easy journey. With growth, I hope my style will be one of shared decision-making. People will become more important than things. Community will become more important than process.

Transforming the concept of the “Holy Spirit in charge” from a sound bite into a firmly held article of faith is essential. It is not an option not a suggestion. It penetrates to the very soul of our community.

Cursillo calls leaders to internalize the concept of leadership as service. The concept evolves out of the realm of intellectual thought and moves into the heart as a firmly held belief, and then the Cursillo Mentality begins to blossom. A leader takes responsibility, becomes accountable to his or her conscience and creates an environment of empowerment. That environment is coaxed by the leader into a community within which a sense of family develops. Creative ideas are allowed. All motives except service are left behind. A pride grows for a job well done together. 

As a result, our Leaders of Cursillo are unique. The description of a “reluctant leader” starts to make sense. As our Rochester Cursillo Movement continues to gain momentum our leadership needs to evolve to better reflect our Cursillo Mentality. Our prayers are needed for those “reluctant leaders” among us that they may respond to the call of the Holy Spirit, become known, and agree to serve as Leaders of Cursillo.

Are you a reluctant leader?

“… God, give us a spirit of self sacrifice so that we may offer everything for Your cause: our time, our abilities, our health and even our lives if necessary…Move away from us the tiny rivalries, sensitivities, discourtesies, pride, everything which divides or discourages.” (Leaders Prayer)

Bob Ramsey

From PreCursillo

Sponsorship is a vocation of its Own

ByMary Liz Flansburg, Pre-Cursillo Co-chairperson

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, I would like to extend my thanks to all of you who sponsor and nourish their candidates and babe-chicks into the Fourth Day.  As many of you know, the weekend contains many surprises for the candidates.  Keep your eyes focused on Christ, and the babe-chicks will also “see” him; some for the first time in their lives, and some with deeper conviction may re-kindle old friendships with Christ.

The call to be a sponsor goes out to all Cursillistas but with the knowledge that not everyone is going to be able to support a candidate through the Fourth Day.  It is in that I wish to share with you some reminders about being a “good” sponsor.  And of course some mistakes to avoid re-making when you sponsor someone for Cursillo.

    
Sponsors are the bases for the Christian Community that the candidates can relate to, prior to making a Cursillo.  It is a connection to the Church with someone who they see living the Fundamental Christian Life, and when they see that they desire it also.  The hunger for making a weekend is stirred up by those who are blessed with the Holy Spirit to be living witnesses to Christ in the greater community of each parish, neighborhood, and town.  The sponsor is a visible connection to outside community.  And even though the sponsor may or may not contribute to a weekend in teaming, kitchen, or backup chapel, the word “palanca” or “lever” comes to mind that this lever has already been in motion to get the candidate to make Cursillo.  That lever should not stop after the Babe-chick leaves the weekend.  A sponsor is a person doing, giving, and being Palanca.  Palanca are not “gifts” and teddy bears, they are prayers and spiritual nourishment.  We ask that you save other forms of affection for after the weekend.  Palanca should be done for the purpose of showing your candidate that Christ is present in you and that even though they cannot see you on the weekend, that you are praying for them.

Before a weekend a sponsor must be clear on the guidelines of being a sponsor as set forth by the Cursillo Movement.  

Talk to God about your candidate, before you talk to your candidate about God.

Be sure to make and then “Be” A Friend, before you bring your Friend to Christ.

Because you are the one who is going to be there for your candidate, while they are on the weekend, watching their kids, or pets, and getting them to the weekend, and helping them in areas that they express concern for while making the weekend.  Watering the plants, watching the house, and etc.  Of course who would let a stranger do those things?

Know what to look for in your candidate, and what personal attributes that may make a candidate unsuitable for the weekend.  Alcoholism, severe mental depression, and vulgarity are things to watch out for.  People living in a continuous state of sin as deemed unable to receive Eucharist by the Church, such as homosexual or adulterous living.  Also wait on sponsoring those dealing with emotional events such as recent death of a loved one, or divorce.

We have to seek those who are seeking Christ.    They should express a desire to be more involved in the Church, or “Hungering” to Know God, because if they are full, they will have no room for Cursillo.  Watch those who say they don’t have time for one more activity in their busy schedules.  And if you are one of those very same individuals, stop right now before sponsoring the candidate.  Because sponsorship is time consuming, and you have to be flexible in your own schedules to allow time for supporting the candidates before, during, and AFTER the Cursillo.  You have to make time for Grouping with your candidate, attending Ultreya with your candidate, and room for Spiritual Direction for yourself regarding your candidate.  You are Christ’s Hands, and Lips, and Ears for your babe-chick.  You have to be there to listen and discuss what they have experienced on the Cursillo.  Ready to answer their questions. 

 Don’t be a peddler of Cursillo who doesn’t know about Cursillo.  Read up on the weekend and your own notes from Cursillo.  A good sponsor will attend more Cursillo events such as CLW’s, CEW’s, Second Touch, and most importantly School of Leaders.  You should not try to sponsor a candidate without knowledge of the talks on the weekend, because you have to be able to tell the candidate what they are going to hear on the weekend, not the “surprises” but the actual message of Cursillo.  Give your candidate an idea of the weekend.  The length of time they are sitting, and if they can’t sit for long periods, make sure you indicate that on the application, so that the team may accommodate them.  Most of all, be aware that it is wrong to send candidates into the weekend with the idea that it is only a retreat.  Cursillo 3-days are the beginning of a pilgrimage and a vocation to serve God by leading people to Christ through the Cursillo.   Cursillo is a call to the lay and ordained alike to be Christian Leaders.  Cursillo is a call to be an active disciple of Christ.  The candidate should be seeking more than a “retreat”.  The candidates wouldn’t want to make Cursillo if you didn’t shine the message to make one in the real world.  Advertise truthfully about Cursillo, and don’t exaggerate or distort the purpose of the Cursillo 3-day.  If someone thinks that it is a “charismatic” movement or if they have false-expectations of the weekend they will have a hard time being open to the call of Jesus Christ to “follow me”.  De Colores and God Bless You.

The Deadline for Application for Men’s #80 is October 27th, 2005.  

The Deadline for Applications for Women’s #75 is January 12th, 2006.

Any applications received after these deadline dates will be scheduled for the next weekends M#81 & W#76, as we need to be able to plan for food, limited sleep capacity, and materials for the weekend.  As a sponsor you will be responsible for getting your candidate to the weekends.  We have letters for the sponsors that we mail out upon receipt of the application to our Pre-Cursillo Co-chair, Jean Salone.  If you have an Ultreya sponsoring the candidate please be sure to let us know.  

From Cursillo

Men’s 80  Nov. 10-13, 2005 at Bishop Kearney High School
125 Kings Highway, Rochester

THEME:  “Digo Si Senior”  (I say yes my Lord)
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Women’s 75 January 26-28, 2006 at Bishop Kearney High School, 

125 Kings Highway, Rochester

THEME: “Jesus Paints Our World with Forgiveness, Love and Laughter”
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Volunteers Needed:

CLEANUP/FIXUP prior to Men’s 80

Sat. Oct. 15
1:30 – 4:00

Mon. Oct. 17 
5:30 – 8:30

Sat. Oct. 22
9:30 – 3:00

Mon. Oct 24
5:30 – 8:30

Sat. Oct. 29
9:30 – 3:00

Mon. Oct. 31 
5:30 – 8:30

Mon. Nov 14
5:30 – 8:30  Post weekend cleanup

For Kitchen Men’s 80 call Bob Ramsey 585-266-6193

For Kitchen Women’s 75 call Carole Eilers-Lloyd 585-624-4614 or Cheryl Ramsey 585-266-6193

3-Day (setup, help during the weekend, cleanup) Lew Hosenfeld 585 377 3371 or Bobbi Lavoie 585-266-6193

DIRECTIONS TO BISHOP KEARNEY HIGH SCHOOL – Site of both Men’s #80 & Women’s #75

ADDRESS:  125 Kings Highway North, Rochester 14617.  Please bring this sheet with you and familiarize yourself with the details.  Any questions, contact 585-727-4866 (Bobbi Lavoie cell).  Thanks.

Coming from East:

Take 104 West across Bay Bridge; Goodman Street is 2nd exit after crossing the bridge; turn right…*

OR Take 490 West to 590 North (see below)

Coming from South:

Take 390 North to 590 North; Follow 590 N to Exit 10A (104 West); Goodman Street is 2nd exit; turn right…*

Coming from West:

Take 390 North to Ridgeway Avenue exit; turn right… Continue on Ridgeway past Lake Avenue where it turns into 104 East (near Veteran’s Bridge); stay on 104 to Goodman Street exit (just past Hospital); turn left…*

* ALL

Take Goodman Street NORTH (2nd light will be Ridge Road).  Cross over Ridge and Goodman becomes Kings Highway North.  Bishop Kearney is #125 and on your left.  Turn into parking lot entrance (one-way) and follow signs

THURSDAY NIGHT:  Please park in the middle of the lot or at the back since school is in session on Friday.  Sponsors/Team: you can drop off luggage in the “CANDIDATE REGISTRATION/LUGGAGE DROP-OFF” area and then move your car so others may use this convenient space.  REGISTRATION ENTRANCE will be marked – it’s the west corner door.  Proceed down the steps to elevator and follow instructions to access the 3rd floor.  

If staying over to help in the kitchen or with the Site Team, DO NOT bring your luggage upstairs.  Come to the Kitchen Welcome Center and sign in.  You will be given a room assignment on the SOUTH SIDE of the building, which has a separate entrance/special procedures.

KITCHEN ACCESS & LAS MANANITAS:  During the weekend, the NORTH door (ramped on the north side of the school) will be the entrance door for the elevator.  Please follow instructions posted to access the 3rd floor.  On Friday, please be aware that school is in session until 3:30.

ULTREYA & HOLY HOUR:  If coming for the Ultreya on Thursday night at 7:30 or Holy Hour on Saturday night at 7 PM, you will get off on the 2nd floor for the School Chapel.  

LAS MANANITAS:  Join the team at 6 am on Sunday morning (please plan to stay and help the kitchen with breakfast preparations – this is special palanca).

MUSIC PRACTICE:  All musicians welcome to join us for practice at 2:30 in the Auditorium

If you’d like to know the music planned, please contact Judy Hendrickson, 585-385-4183 or cell 721-6593

CLOSING MASS:  Gather at 3:30-3:45 for break-in and Mass @ 4:00.  This entrance is the second set of doors behind the school.  You will proceed up one set of stairs and turn right to enter the Auditorium.

Please DO NOT COME UPSTAIRS to the 3rd floor on Sunday unless you are part of the cleanup or kitchen crew.  Sponsors will pick up luggage after the closing and the community will also have an opportunity to view the “renovated space” at that time.

HANDICAP ENTRANCE:  Elevator access at all times is through the ramp on the north side of the building.  There are only 2 parking spaces on that side but more in the western part of the parking lot where the luggage drop off area is.  If you are not traveling by yourself, have driver drop you off and then move car to the middle of the parking lot.  Thanks.

TIMES FOR BOTH WEEKENDS:  M80: 11010-11/13 and W75: 1/26-1/28

Any changes see signs in parking lot or www.rochestercursillo.org

Thursday

6:30-7:00
Candidate registration

7:15

Sponsor meeting (in chapel)

7:30-9:00
ULTREYA (in School chapel on 2nd floor)

Saturday
7:00-8:00
HOLY HOUR (in School Chapel on 2nd floor)

Sunday
6:00-6:30
LAS MANANITAS 
9:00-11:00
Packing begins

1:00-3:00
Finish packing

2:30

MUSIC PRACTICE (in auditorium) 

3:30-3:45
Gather for BREAK-IN and announcements (in auditorium)

@4:00-6:00
CLOSING MASS followed by Receiving Line (beverages only) & Tours of 3rd Floor

6:00
Departure – Since there is no reception after mass, please plan to share a meal on the way home in small groups.  To help you, there will be a handout available noting some nearby restaurants along Ridge Road. However, if you can stay for an additional hour to help with clean-up, the site team would really appreciate the palanca!

4th Day February 12, 2006 St. Mary’s Watkins Glen

2:00-5:00 PM
Joint 4th Day Follow-up Reunion for both M80 and W75

St. Mary’s, Watkins Glen – All are welcome to support 

Rollistas:  Chuck Flansburg & Ellen Hinds

From Post Cursillo
Mark your calendar: CEW (Cursillo Evangelization Workshop) March 6, 2006.  This is especially recommended for Cursillistas who have made their weekends in the last few years.

 

ULTREYA

We have Ultreyas available at 7 pm in the following areas:

Bath Area:  3rd Friday at St Mary’s School Bldg Karen Grimmer 607-382-2118  

Dansville Area:  3rd Saturday at St. Mary’s Annex Clare Amy Keagy 585 335-8901

Hornell Area: 4th Thursday at St Ann’s School Mary Liz Flansburg 607 281 1355

Ithaca: 1st Sunday at Immaculate Conception School Ted & Yvonne Capogrossi 607 273 4826 

Rochester North: 3rd Thursday Holy Trinity Webster Linda McCoy 671-2444

Geneva: 1st Monday @ Msgr. Krieg Library Roman Catholic Center 7:30 Judy Savaria 

Penn Yan: 2nd Saturday St. Michael’s Chapel 6:30 Rose Jensen 

From School of Leaders


ROCHESTER  CURSILLO SCHOOL OF LEADERS

The School of Leaders was the first place the original founders of Cursillo met.

The founders needed to meet to plan for their new movement. It was important for them to pray, share ideas and begin to evangelize their environments. The School is to provide knowledge and understanding about the movement. It provides a source for ideas and themes to be brought to secretariat and movement. It supports the three parts of the movement in any way we can. Pre Cursillo, Cursillo and Post Cursillo are supported with prayer and ideas. 

I’d ask that you consider being part of the School of Leaders in prayer and action. We are the laity that make up our movement. You call Bob Hinds, Bob Ramsey, Jeanne Cochran, Lew Hosenfeld, Msgr. Krieg, Chuck Hasso for information.

We have a school in the Rochester Ultreya area and we’d hope to have one in each Ultreya area. Your probably thinking: Another meeting?, Another night out? Something more to be involved with?, I say Yes to all of these but think of this:

Christ is counting on you, I am counting on Christ!!. Please pray for School of Leaders if you cannot join us.
Ultreya, Bob Hinds

BEHIND THE SCENES SERVANT

Since our Movement began doing 3-Day weekends at the Rochester Cursillo Center at Bishop Kearney one person has been observed as the last one to retire at night, still working at 2:00 AM. That same Cursillista was then the first one up at 5:00 AM the next morning.

This behind the scenes servant has devoted hundreds of hours to our Rochester Cursillo Center. Before our first event, peeling paint and falling down plaster had to be repaired and repainted. Sinks, toilets and showers had to be unplugged and water damage repaired. Old corroded faucets and fixtures had to be put in order. Broken floor tiles had to be replaced. New plumbing and equipment had to be installed to make the Kitchen operable.

Throughout the weekends themselves this Cursillista was seen mopping floors, moving chairs, adjusting heat and responding to numerous requests for supplies.

We are sure he will be embarrassed when he reads this, but Lew Hosenfeld deserves our heart felt admiration and thanks for hours and hours of back breaking labor. When not fixing things himself, he works with others and assists or guides others to get the job done.

Lew has served as a key person setting up a weekend, keeping the candidates warm and dry during the weekend as well as tearing down after a weekend.

Thank you Lew. We are all blessed to have you in our Community.

Bob and Cheryl Ramsey

 
Please send me your email address so I can email the Prism to you.  And if your address changes please let me know.  
Jeanne Cochran 
jcochran@rochester.rr.com

SECRETARIAT LIST FOR 2004 2005
	Chair
	Name
	Address
	Ph#
	E Mail

	Spiritual Director
	Msgr. Gerry Krieg
	60 So. Main St  Pittsford, NY  14534
	585 383 1577
	rkrieg@stlouischurch.org

	Spiritual Director
	Fr. Joe Catanise
	19 Riverside St. Rochester, NY 14613
	585 719 9249
	Jcatanis@rochester.rr.com

	Lay Directors
	Chuck Flansburg
	146 Summer St Hornell NY 14843 2331
	607 324 7975
	Maryliziz@aol.com

	Asst. Lay Director
	Bob Ramsey
	241 Sagamore Dr. Rochester, NY 14617
	585-266-6193
	rrraammzz@aol.com

	PreCursillo
	Mary Liz Flansburg
	118  Seneca St. Apt 201  Hornell NY 14843
	607 281 1355
	Maryliziz@aol.com

	PreCursillo
	Jean Salone
	1715 Route 245 Stanley, NY 14561
	585 526 5509
	jmsalone@frontiernet.ent

	Secretary
	Chuck Hasso
	461 Weidel Rd. Webster, NY 14580
	585-671-5735
	chasso@frontiernet.net

	Treasurer
	Lon Smith
	69 Banyan Drive Rochester, NY 14616
	585-663-8119
	lsmith12@rochester.rr.com

	3 Day Cursillo Chair
	Bobbi LaVoie
	1038 Beaver Creek Dr Webster NY14580
	585-265-4980
	notestobobbi@yahoo.com

	3 Day Cursillo Chair
	Lew Hosenfeld
	2080 Harris Rd Penfield NY 14526
	585 377 3371
	Lewtheleo@aol.com

	Post Cursillo
	Carole Eilers-Lloyd
	90 East St Honeoye Falls NY 14472
	585 624 4614
	ceilersl@rochester.rr.com

	Post Cursillo
	Karen Grimmer
	126 Williamson Terr Bath NY 14810
	607-382-2118
	Karen4acn@hotmail.com

	School of Leaders
	Bob Hinds
	29 Matthew  Dr. Fairport, NY 14450
	585 223 7724
	Rhinds@ochester.rr.com

	Prism
	Jeanne Cochran
	20 Garden Dr. Fairport NY 14450
	585 797 8643
	Jcochran@rochester.rr.com
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The Prism


“Let your life be a Gospel to all”









Page 8
10/9/2005

