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Message From one of our Spiritual Director

In these wonderful days of the Easter/Pentecost season we can find so much food for thought that concerns cursillistas in an even more intense way.  We have come to know the Lord in our three day weekend and have been living with Him in prayer and meditation.  We have touched Him in our works of mercy, and many have visited Him in prison through the RECs that have taken place in so many of the correctional facilities of the area.  Through our lives the world around us has felt the presence of the Lord, and there is reason for our gratitude for the grace of God that has made it all possible.  

The presence of the Cursillo Movement in the environment of our daily lives is no small grace.  Its prosperity and growth must be an object of desire for each of us.  In the reality of the Cursillo Movement there is the grouping we know as the “School of Leaders” or “Leaders’ School”.   So many of us really know little about this aspect of our cursillo community and many of us have been known to have mistaken notions.  

It is not a place where we learn to be leaders; that place is the three day weekend, when hopefully we learned of our leadership to bring a friend to Christ.  The School of Leaders is, rather, a gathering of cursillistas burning with the desire that the effects of cursillo be felt in every aspect of our lives and in all the environments where a cursillista can be found.  It is a grouping of those who desire that cursillo be well understood by all, cursillista or not. 

Rather than thinking of the School of Leaders as an academic entity, we should think of it in the analogy of a school of fish – a gathering of those who think in loving unison, move in the wonderful guidance of the Spirit, and bring heart, mind and hand to the assistance of the movement’s growth and well-being.  It is a gathering of those who want to allow the movement to function more efficiently and with an ever more profound faith. 

Presently there is one School of Leaders that meets on the first Thursday of each month at St. Stephen’s Rectory in Geneva at 7:00 pm.  We pray that there will be enough of us to find that burning desire to further the progress of the movement through prayer, study and action.  Come and investigate.  Learn what the Lord is working among us.  Offer Him your heart, mind and hands to make the Cursillo Movement a more and more perfect instrument of God’s grace.

Message From one of our Assistant Lay Director

WHO WE REALLY ARE
    If someone walked up to you and asked, “What is Cursillo?” what would you say? You might say “Cursillo is the antidote to a Dechristianized world” or “Cursillo celebrates Christianity for others to notice.” Or you might remember definitions in the booklet, The Cursillo Movement, What is it? Or you might say Cursillo makes it possible to lead a Christ centered life together and share it with friends. All are correct.
   To fully understand, we need to look at the PURPOSE, METHOD and STRATEGY of the Cursillo Movement. We need to fully understand and accept these three things into our hearts and make them fundamental articles of faith. Until we do that, we will not be using this beautiful gift of the Holy Spirit, called Cursillo, as it is intended.
   To understand let's begin with what the purpose of Cursillo is NOT. To understand purpose, think of a Wood Chisel. The wood chisel is a highly respected tool of carpenters and carvers. When this tool is stropped to razor sharpness it can, when struck with skill and care, transform and shape roughhewn wood into something useful and into a focused thing of beauty that speaks to others. A Wood Chisel is not for scraping paint. A Paint Scraper performs that service. It just scrapes paint. It does not speak to others. You can use a wood chisel for scraping paint, but if you do, it will get dull and not carve wood very well. If you use a Wood Chisel as a Doorstop, chances are, it will get nicked and leave blemishes on carved wood.
   Here are some things Cursillo is NOT:
· We are not a service to fix up or solve problems for dysfunctional Catholics. Some people believe that if they send their poor stressed friend, who might be suffering loss or is emotionally vulnerable, to Cursillo they will be zapped, miraculously cured. There is absolutely nothing wrong for a Cursillista to minister to a friend in need. But, that is not the purpose of our Movement. 

· Also it is not Cursillo’s job to get more people into social action ministries. For example, homeless shelter and prison ministries are each a good and worthy apostolate for many Cursillistas but they are not the purpose of Cursillo.
   So now we move on to what we ARE. What is our purpose? Well, we are all “chisels". We are a respected tool that when stropped to razor sharpness and trained in the Holy Spirit our skill and care will transform our roughhewn modern world into a focused thing of beauty. As a Lay Movement we are designed to accomplish a special purpose. Here is the answer.  WE ARE A MOVEMENT OF THE CHURCH WHICH HAS CREATED A METHOD SO THAT PEOPLE CAN LIVE WHAT IS FUNDAMENTAL FOR BEING A CHRISTIAN BY USING THE STRATEGY OF CREATING CORE GROUPS OF CHRISTIANS TO LEAVEN THEIR ENVIRONMENT WITH THE GOSPEL. The key is that our movement exists to “TRANSFORM THE WORLD”
   Next, what is our METHOD? Our method gives us a roadmap to make things happen. Our concepts of PIETY (HOLINESS) and STUDY (FORMATION) and ACTION (EVANGELIZATION) make up our roadmap to transform the world.
   Last what is our STRATEGY? The world we are called to transform is not a totally Christian place to live. Cursillo provides us with a strategy to accomplish our PURPOSE. Our strategy has three parts:

· WE INVITE-we invite people who are community leaders and have more than average impact on their environments. We seek those who will be able to change the environments they work in, live in or play in. 

· WE EVANGELIZE and ENLIGHTEN-We do this for those we invite to help them understand the “Christian Ideal” and come to better know their responsibility as a baptized Christian. We give them the strategy to enable sharing of the GOOD NEWS with others. 

· WE LINK-We link those we invite to others in small core groups. They cannot do it alone.
 
This is how the STRATEGY works. We INVITE, we EVANGELIZE and ENLIGHTEN and we LINK to share it all with others. It all boils down to evangelization. This is what we really are all about, EVANGELIZATION!   

   Catholics comprise 25% of the United States population, but we do not have the clout that we should have. Many other Christian faith expressions have a far bigger impact on their environments even though they are numerically smaller. They get more “bang for the buck” out of their LAITY.  They not only have spiritual and social ministry impact but also have economic, health care, education and political clout.
   The Catholic LAITY is not having the same impact. The reason is pretty simple. Not enough Catholic Lay Persons have accepted the responsibilities that come with Baptism. The Sacrament of Baptism confers upon us, the laity, a Royal Priesthood to EVANGELIZE! If the Catholic laity is to fulfill its mission, we must know and accept our vocation and be willing to follow it to leaven the world. The Cursillo Movement is our tool to fulfill our call to EVANGELIZE, to change the World for Christ!  We are the “chisels” of our Movement. Our Cursillo Movement is unique. It offers people a way to persevere, grow in holiness and community and become evangelizers. We are not perfect at it yet but that is “OK”. We all are on a journey. We “chisels” are, after all, just human. It does not matter where we start from or how fast we go. It does matter that we respond and we say ”SEND ME LORD”. And then we grow and then we EVANGELIZE.
 
From PreCursillo


What is a Sponsor For?
By Mary Liz Flansburg,  Pre-Cursillo Co-Chairperson

 

What is a Sponsor for?  How many of us made Cursillo 3-day weekends and thought to ourselves afterwards, “why didn’t my Sponsor tell me about this”?  These are common questions.  But many Cursillistas don’t really know what it is a Sponsor is supposed to be for their Candidates.  Some Cursillistas don’t even know what it means to be a “Good Sponsor”.   They think once they get their Candidate to the 3-day that their job is done.  Ha!  Nice try, but wrong answer!  Don’t be a Sponsor- until you know and are committed to do what a Sponsor is supposed to do.  The School of Leaders of the Rochester Diocese will be working on informing our Cursillo Movement with the Role of the Sponsor and continuing education for Sponsors.  We urge all persons interested in being Sponsors to attend the School of Leaders meetings in Geneva.  But let me clue you into some things right now that I have seen 1st hand that do work for Sponsoring, and things that don’t work.
DO: 
1.)  Pray to God about your Candidate, before you talk to your Candidate about 
            God.
2.) It is essential for the Sponsor to give the *little pink “What Is It?” booklet to the candidate.  Please read it yourself, and also read the little blue Sponsor’s booklet.  
3.)  Learn more about Cursillo through attending C.E.W.’s, C.L.W’s, Second Touch, and most importantly School Of Leaders!  Be flexible with your schedule so that you can attend events such as the Fourth Day talks with the Candidate after the 3-day, and other Cursillo events, such as School of Leaders.
4.)  Get to know the person you are sponsoring intimately, or closely so that you know what their personal needs are while attending the weekend and after it.
5.)  Be attending regular group reunion, and ULTREYA regularly, invite your candidate to come so that they know what happens at these events, prior to making the 3-day.  CURSILLO IS NOT A SECRET SOCIETY, A CULT, OR CHARISMATIC, THERE SHOULD BE NO SECRETS KEPT FROM THE CANDIDATE ABOUT WHAT THE CURSILLO IS DESIGNED TO BE, OR THE PURPOSE OF THE CURSILLO MOVEMENT.   You don’t have to spoil surprises, but let them know what it is they can expect to be doing on the weekend, for example:  listening to personal Witnesses, attending Mass, eating fabulous food, and meeting Christians that you will have fellowship with daily, sitting for long periods, etc.
6.)  Let them know the cost of the weekend- Which is now *$90.00 here in the Rochester Diocese.  Let them know if you are going to pay their way, or if you are splitting the cost with them, or if they will need to bring a check to the Saturday "Sermon on the Amount."  But tell them that cost should not deter them from attending, we will accommodate all who apply.  Let them know Books and other materials will be for sale on the weekend.  And they can pay on installments for the 3-day weekend.  *The prior cost of the weekend was $75 but after 20+ years at that price, and the increased cost of food and materials, the Secretariat feels that this is still an economically advantageous price for 3 days and 3 square meals a day.
7.)    Be aware of potential complications in your Candidate’s schedule or life that may not be conducive to them attending an upcoming weekend, such as the recent loss of a loved one, divorce, alcoholism, clinical depression (untreated), and adverse living situations that contradict the teaching of the Church.
8.)  Be enthusiastic about the movement, but don’t push!  Be a happy Servant to the Candidate, and allow them to be nourished by your living the Fundamental Christian life.  Allow your candidate to answer God’s call on their own terms, and not on your terms.  And above all, Love your candidate.  Serve your candidate.  Be honest and truthful about Cursillo and your candidate will hear the call in God’s time when they are ready.
If you know someone who is hungry to do more with their faith tell them about Cursillo. Do let them know that they may encounter Christ in ways that they will not expect. 
Now for the DO NOT List:  (Be ready to slap your own hands for being naughty sponsors.)  
1.)    Do not tell your candidates that Cursillo is a 3-day Retreat, or a good way to get Zapped!  It goes far deeper than that.  Cursillo is a call to be a Disciple of Christ, and a call to serve the Church in Serving Christ.  But ultimately it is simply a “Short Course” in what is Fundamental to Living a Christian Life.  See the little pink booklet- “Cursillo – What is it?”
2.)    DO NOT Sponsor someone if you are not active in living the Cursillo Method.  (Attending Ultreya, Grouping, Spiritual Direction)
3.)    DO NOT tell your candidate that they will have a private room or will be sharing rooms with a “buddy”.  It has been brought to our attention that in the interest of building Christian community, and avoiding a clique mentality, that related persons will generally be separated during the 3-day weekend from sleeping in close proximate to their outside connections.  So tell your candidate to be prepared to make new friends.  Beds are not always available, based on the facilities not being the same site to site, we do have very nice cots and anyone who has severe back problems should indicate that on the application.
4.)    Do not approach strangers to make a Cursillo as you may not be able to support them in the appropriate capacity before, during, and after the weekend. Hence the phrase: “Make a Friend, BE a Friend, Bring your Friend to Christ!”
5.)    AVOID SPONSORING MORE CANDIDATES THAN YOU CAN COMMIT TO SUPPORT IN THE FOURTH DAY.  
6.)    Cursillo is not to recruit people for other parish committees or Social groups.
7.)    Cursillo is not designed to be a platform for personal agendas, political campaigns etc.
8.)    Cursillo is not a Cult, or Sect.  We are Lay and Ordained people called to the purpose of Bringing Christ to our personal environments and the World in which we live.  We are in essence Pilgrims on a Journey with Christ.
9.)    Cursillo is not about Rainbows, and balloons, and frills and lavish parties, but about joyful Christian Fellowship with our fellow pilgrims, who are on the road with us.  De Colores is not a secret handshake, but a term of salutation for us expressing the love of God for each other in his varied colors, like that of a rainbow we are from a wide range of backgrounds and environments.
10.) GET OFF THE “3-day MENTALITY”! Your job is not finished after the 3-day, it has only begun in being a fisher of people!
So with that I encourage anyone who would like an application for someone they are going to sponsor and/or a little pink "What is it?" book or blue sponsors book to contact me or a member of Secretariat who may be in their area for the materials that you will need to be the best Sponsor for your Candidate.
You are the Hands of Christ to your Candidate, Please don’t forget them after the 3-day!
De Colores!  
From Cursillo
Men's 81
St. Mary's Parish, 32 East Morris Street, Bath, NY 
Candidates should be made aware they will need to clear their schedules to be on the weekend from Thursday, November 9, 2006 check-in at approximately 6:30 p.m. through departure on Sunday, November 12, 2006 at approximately 6:30 p.m.  Unfortunately, this location is NOT handicap accessible; climbing stairs will be involved.

4th Day
Men's 81 Fourth Day will be on Sunday, December 3, 2006, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. at St. Michael's in Penn Yan.  Meeting and talk in the church commencing at 2:00 p.m. followed by pot luck meal in the lower level around 3:30 p.m.  Mark Your Calenders!

Women's 76
Thursday, April 12 to Sunday, April 15, 2007 at St. Ann's in Hornell.
4th Day
Sunday, May 6, 2007 Holy Family in Dansville from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Lost & Found at Bishop Kearney
Please contact Bobbi LaVoie, 585-265-4986 or notestobobbi@yahoo.com to claim any of the following Lost & Found items:
· Dust Blue Chair Cushion with Non-skid Base 

· Red & Green Tartan Plaid Ladies Scarf 

· Black & Red Tartan Plaid Mens Scarf 

· Black Hooded Sweatwhirt with Kodak Label 

· Dark Blue Denim Mens Medium Long Sleeve Shirt 

· Navy Blue Mens XL Sweatshirt with Egg Harbor Wisconsin 

· Retro-style Rhinestone & Black Stone Brooch 

· One Gold Plated Oval Loop Clip On Earring

From Post Cursillo
CURSILLO FAMILY PICNIC

Dansville Fish and Game Club

Gibson St, Dansville, NY

Lower Clubhouse & Pavilion

Saturday, August 1.2, 2006

Gather at 1.:00 P.M. - There will be snacks & games.

Picnic dinner will begin at 2:30 P.M.

MASS will be celebrated at 4:00 P.M.

BRING:

Dish to Pass

Your own meat, beverages, table service and chairs

We will take care of providing charcoal and fire for cooking.

There is a "no alcohol- policy at the Fish and Game Club.

Questions/concerns? Call Carole Eilers-Lloyd 585-624-461.4

From the north: Take Rt 390 south to Exit 4. Turn left at end

of ramp, drive under 390 and then turn right onto Gibson St

(at big propane tanks). About one mile on the right is a big

sign and long driveway.

From the south: Take Rt 390 north to Exit 4. Turn right at end of ramp, go to Gibson St, turn left onto Gibson, then as above.

School of Leaders
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(Perpetual Adoration Chapel is also available at that site)
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If you look up "school" in a dictionary, parl of the definition may be: 

A group of persons whose thought, work, or style demonstrates some common influence or unifying belief. 

A class of people distinguished by shared values, opinions, or principles. 

Any institution that provides instruction, especially of a practical or technical nature. To instruct, educate, train, discipline. 

School of Leaders is all that but in a much more simple way... 

just think of us as a "School ofFish/~.. 

"swimming" together for guidance and community! 

[image: image7.wmf]
If you have made your Cursi/lo weekend-you are a "Leaderll! Why not get together with other Leaders, and learn more about the Cursi/lo method? The School is a place where the work of the Cursil/o Movement is planned, shared, and carried out. Please join us for prayer, Reunion, education, and growth! 

Come "swim" with us! 

For more information, please contact Bob Hinds at: 585-223-7724 
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In Memory of Mrs. Gina Catanise
Father Joe’s mom, “Gina”, began her 5th Day on April 4th, 2006. Secretariat has commissioned Msgr. Gerry Krieg to purchase a chalice to be donated to the Rochester Cursillo Movement, in Father Joe’s name, in memory of his mother.

Those Cursillistas wishing to participate may do so by making a donation to the Rochester Cursillo Center to help defray the cost. With fifty or so people sending $10 or $15, that will make this memorial our Community’s memorial. Make your checks payable to “The Rochester Cursillo Center with the notation, “Gina”, somewhere on the front of the check. Mail the check c/o Clare Cooper, 38 Jefferson Street, Dansville, NY  14437.

ULTREYA

We have Ultreyas available at 7 pm in the following areas:

Bath Area:  3rd Friday at St Mary’s School Bldg Karen Grimmer 607-382-2118  

Dansville Area:  3rd Saturday at St. Mary’s Annex  Amy Keagy 585 335-8901

Hornell Area: 4th Thursday at St Ann’s School Mary Liz Flansburg 607 281 1355

Ithaca: 1st Sunday at Immaculate Conception School Ted & Yvonne Capogrossi 607 273 4826 

Rochester North: 3rd Thursday Holy Trinity Webster Linda McCoy 671-2444

Geneva: 1st Monday Msgr. Krieg Library Roman Catholic Center 7:30 Judy Savaria 

Jamie’s WITNESS

Cursillo changed my life in a big way.  After my Dad’s weekend, I could see God working in him like never before.  He hugs ma and my siblings more.  He is more loving to my mom and he is more loving and caring toward people, even strangers.  

After my Mom’s weekend, my parent’s relationship grew stronger.  They were more loving towards each other and they argued a lot less.  As a result of Cursillo we started praying and talking about God more as a family.  I can tell going to church means a lot more to my parents than it did before.  My Dad now helps at Jr. High Youth Group all the time and that has made youth group mean fore to me and it’s cool to have him there and being a part of that.  After my Dad’s weekend I started helping with the kitchen crew on weekends.  I’ve made two friends named Kelly and Erin, not to mention many grown up friends.  I truly see God working in people on the weekends.  A lot of people come to help feed people they don’t even know.  It’s a lot of fun.  If everybody in the world could get along the way Cursillo people do, the world would be a better place.  

Since my parent’s weekends and working in the kitchens I’ve grown a lot closer to God.  I read the Bible a lot more (thanks to Margi for giving me a study Bible for confirmation) and I look forward to church and youth group like never before.  I think about God a lot more often and my prayer time is more meaningful.  Some of my friends see a difference in me also.  I’ve had friends say to me, “you’re definitely going to heaven”, and that they can see Jesus in me and that makes me feel real good.

I can’t wait until I’m old enough to make a weekend of my own.

Cursillo has brought God into my family’s life in a big way and I can’t thank my grandparents enough for bringing me and my parents to Cursillo.

Decolores

Jamie Coleman age 14

Starting a Small Group Reunion or Two or Three
I made a promise this past January 29th; a promise I had to keep.  I was a member of the Women’s 75 team, and it was Sunday afternoon.  We were taking a break right after Clare Cooper gave her talk on Ultreya and Small Group Reunion.  I was enjoying a light libation in the retreat’s refreshment area when several of the Webster area babe chicks asked “How do we get into a Small Group Reunion?” The Holy Spirit prompted me to reply “I’ll help you.”

As with most weekends, the next few weeks were spent getting my life back to normal.  However, at the Fourth Day talk, I was reminded of my promise.  So I came up with a plan.  My Lenten devotion would be in the form of ACTION.  I would try to organize my neighboring female Cursillistas.  I contacted Jeanne Cochran, Communications Chair, and she got me the list of every Cursillista living in the 14580 zip code.  With the magic of mail merge, I sent out 90 letters to the women of Webster who have made a Cursillo weekend.  I told them of my promise and my plan to organize Small Group Reunions in Webster.  I asked them questions and requested a reply by April 1st.  

During the weeks of waiting, I kept wondering if I was to be the fool on April first.  The Holy Spirit came through!  Any of you who understand statistics will know this response rate blew right through the charts!  Twenty-seven answers! Sixteen women said YES, MY LORD!  As I reviewed each one’s response, the names easily fell into common meeting times. So after Easter, three new Small Reunion Groups started in Webster. In order to get each group started, I made the commitment to meet with each for the first couple of gatherings, but now the Holy Spirit is their guide doing his work uniting them as forever friends walking with the Lord.

I have been blessed with having a cohesive and committed Small Group Reunion since I made my weekend back in 2002.  And the Lord wanted me to communicate the importance of these friends in my life.  In the end, I must admit that this promise turned out to be an easy and enjoyable encounter with the Lord by my side.  I am happy to share my plan and communications with any of you who would like to take this kind of action in organizing the Cursillistas in your community.  Call me at 585-265-4986 or e-mail notestobobbi@yahoo.com.  DeColores, Bobbi LaVoie, W’71

Please send me your email address so I can email the Prism to you.  And if your address changes please let me know.  
Jeanne Cochran 
jcochran@rochester.rr.com
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	rrraammzz@aol.com
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	Mary Liz Flansburg
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	3 Day Cursillo Chair
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	Carole Eilers-Lloyd
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	Karen Grimmer
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	607-382-2188
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	Didk Fagan
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	Margie Lash
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	Jcochran@rochester.rr.com
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