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A Message from the Lay Director
The message of renewal has been discussed and reinforced many times over the last year.  Bishop Clark announced his plan for spiritual renewal in our diocese, “Spirit Alive”.  Our Cursillo Spiritual Directors, Fr. Joe Catanise and Msgr. Gerry Krieg, have discussed the need for renewal in our local Movement at several recent Secretariat meetings, and encouraged us all to re-energize our commitment to service to Cursillo.  The worldwide Cursillo Movement has spent a great deal of time and energy studying the roots of Cursillo to renew the Movement with the original ideas of Eduardo Bonnin and his contemporaries.  And, of course, the Easter season is a time of renewal every year.  
Our recent Cursillo 40th Anniversary Mass and Celebration was not only a time of reflection on the accomplishments and relationships of the past, but also a time of renewal.  I was able to meet many cursillistas from the early days of Cursillo in our diocese and renew the connection with them.  I received many notes from out-of-town cursillistas sending their prayers and best wishes for the local Movement.  I’ve included one of them – a note from Fr. Gene Weis – at the end of this article.
All of this prompts me to ask you to join me and all cursillistas in an effort to renew the local Cursillo Movement.  You can help in many ways: 
· Contact other cursillistas who may have fallen away from Cursillo and ask them to come to Ultreya with you.  
· Offer a ride to Ultreya to a cursillista who no longer drives or prefers not to drive in the evening.  
· Ask a cursillista to work with you on an upcoming Weekend or attend the Closing Mass.  
· Start a new friendship group or even an Ultreya in your area.  
· Renew your efforts to sponsor a candidate for one of the upcoming Weekends.  
If you are a cursillista who has felt hurt or let down by Cursillo in the past, I apologize on behalf of the Movement and ask you to renew your efforts to move forward and participate in our local events and gatherings.  Please contact me if you would like to discuss any issues affecting your ability to be a part of Cursillo.
Ultreya!

Chuck Hasso


Pre-Cursillo News
Have you ever had a hard time explaining what Cursillo is all about to someone you think might be a good candidate for a Weekend?  The following is an excerpt written by Fr. Bob Ring for the April 6, 2008, Our Lady of the Lakes Catholic Community bulletin that could be helpful:

Cursillo (pronounced Kur – see – yo)

Perhaps you heard an announcement last week about a pot luck palanca party, and you wondered if the lector misspoke.  Or you have heard the word cursillo and cursillista tossed around, and it peaked your curiosity.  This weekend’s Gospel provides a perfect opportunity to say a word about cursillo.

The word is Spanish, and denotes a “short course” in Christian community, and being a disciple.  Better yet, this Catholic renewal movement that began in Spain and has spread around the world is a retreat experience that leads to a deep encounter with Christ, and a rich taste of the potential to be found in living as, and in Christian community.  The cursillo weekend also provides teaching, guidance, a method, and a first hand experience of how to be a faithful disciple and witness to the Risen Lord in the communities in which we live and work.  Leadership training.

Cursillo and cursillistas will no doubt play a great supporting role in the diocesan renewal initiative, Spirit Alive.  The first year of that effort, this year, is to help lead all to a deeper relationship with Christ.  There is no better way to name the heart of the cursillo weekend.  So that’s one connection – how about a connection to today’s Gospel?

Signing up for a cursillo weekend is in many ways like making a commitment to head out on the road to Emmaus.  On the weekend, a group of men or women start out talking about life, and the things that have been happening.  Gradually they move to sharing friendship and faith.  Just as Jesus begins walking along with Cleopas and his friend in the Gospel, so Jesus joins the cursillo weekend early on, and through the team, he helps to shed light on what has happened in participants life, on the scriptures, on how it all connects, and on just how and where we find the Lord and he finds us.

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he spoke to us on the way and opened the scriptures for us?”  Although these words are from Luke’s Gospel, the message is exactly what I have heard over and over at the end of a cursillo weekend.  Not only that, cursillistas (people who have gone on a cursillo weekend) find that Jesus continues opening the scriptures for them long after their weekend.  It becomes a life long experience.

The Lord being made known in the breaking of the bread.  This could be another name for the cursillo weekend.  There is the opportunity to share in Mass, and a glorious Mass is celebrated before returning home.  Yet equally important, the fellowship that develops through the shared meals during the weekend provide a powerful experience of how holy a meal can be.  Jesus doesn’t confine himself to being made known in the breaking of the bread at celebrations of the Eucharist.  Seeing how Jesus can be present in a meal shared in love is another experience that cursillo excels in providing.

This summer there is a women’s weekend, July 24-27 at Notre Dame Retreat house (I will be helping the team, so please pray for me and everyone on the team as we continue preparing.)  In the Fall, a men’s weekend will be held.  Want to know more?  Call the office, speak with Fr. John, Fr. Bob, or any of the cursillistas in our communities, and you too can take a walk on the road to Emmaus!

God bless you, your household, and all of those you love.  He is risen, as he has said – Alleluia!!

Fr. Bob


3-Day News
Women’s 77
Thursday, July 24, to Sunday, July 27, 2008 at Notre Dame Retreat House

5151 Foster Road, Canandaigua, N. Y.

Please pray for the W77 Team:

Bob,  Bobbi,  Carole,  Carole,  Cris, Dan, Dana, Dana, Ed, Ellen, Gloria,

Jeanne, Jeanne, Judy, Judy, Karen, MaryKay, Nancy, Nancy, Paula, Sharon
CURSILLO IS POWERED BY PRAYER!
Please come to the BACKUP CHAPEL at ANY TIME during the weekend to PRAY for our Rollistas and candidates.  Our hope for the weekend is that we will have so many people praying that the backup chapel will be too small.  That would be POWERFUL.

TEAM

	FIRST_(W)
	LAST_NAME
	CITY
	Role
	Assignment

	BOB 
	RING
	Penn Yan
	Spiritual Director
	Obstacles

	BOBBI
	LAVOIE
	WEBSTER
	Rollo Room Martha
	Study of the Environments

	CAROLE
	EILERS-LLOYD
	HONEOYE FALLS
	Mentor
	 

	CAROLE
	PROIA
	Rochester
	Spiritual Director
	Actual Grace

	CRIS
	WENSEL
	WAYLAND
	Kitchen Martha
	Layperson in the Church

	DEACON DAN
	HURLEY
	ERIN
	Spiritual Director
	Habitual Grace       Life in Grace

	DANA
	BURTON
	BRANCHPORT
	Mary
	Witness

	DANA
	CIAMPRONE
	NEWARK
	Palance Martha
	Christianity in Action

	ED
	PALUMBOS
	FAIRPORT
	Spiritual Director
	Sacraments

	ELLEN
	HINDS
	FAIRPORT
	Asst. Rectora
	Action 

	GLORIA
	TREIS
	FAIRPORT
	Backup Rectora
	Witness

	JEANNE
	COCHRAN
	FAIRPORT
	Rectora
	Total Security

	JEANNE
	SHANLEY
	ROCHESTER
	Head Martha
	Witness

	JUDY
	HENDRICKSON
	PENFIELD
	Mentor
	 

	JUDY
	SAVARIA
	DUNDEE
	Head Mary
	Study

	KAREN
	GRIMMER
	BATH
	Music/Liturgist Martha
	Cursillista Beyond the Cursillo

	MARY KAY
	MCGRATH
	EAST PALMYRA
	Asst. Rectora
	Piety

	NANCY
	DIBATTISTO
	HILTON
	Sacristan Martha
	Ideal

	NANCY
	TUBIOLO
	WEBSTER
	Mary
	Witness

	PAULA
	WELCH
	PINE CITY
	Mary
	Leaders

	SHARON
	PRINCE
	Hilton
	Mary
	Witness

	SAL &MARILYN 
	LECHASE
	 
	Kitchen Coord
	

	COLLEEN 
	DONNELLAN 
	 
	Kitchen Coord
	


Community Support:
For Kitchen Crew:  Contact Sal and Marilyn LeChase at 585-455-3980 or Colleen Donnellan at 585-208-9211.
 
For Site Team:  Contact Chuck Flansburg, Three-Day Chair at 607-324-7975, crmaatultreya2@aol.com. Assistance is needed during the weekend, as well as, for set-up on Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. and strike on Sunday, 12:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  EMERGENCY on-site cell phone is 585-727-4866.

 
For Closing Mass Musicians: Contact Judy Hendrickson at 585-385-4183 or joyofjudy@aol.com. Music practice will be at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday in room #9.

 
For Palanca:  Please send palanca for receipt prior to Tuesday, July 22, to Dana Ciamprone at 1340 Summit Drive, Newark, NY 14513.  Palanca can be delivered on-site Thursday or Friday. Be sure to indicate both first and last name as well as if you are sponsor or family.  

 

Accommodations:

Sleeping space is available on-site for the Cursillo Community.  A stipend of $15/night is suggested, but like the candidates, “scholarships are available” if cost would otherwise discourage site/kitchen volunteers.  Please let either the site or kitchen coordinators know in advance to hold you a spot!  
Directions to Notre Dame Retreat House 5151 Foster Road Canandaigua, N. Y.

Coming from the North:

(Estimated drive time from Henrietta is 27 minutes)

From Rt. 21 South to Cheshire. Follow signs to Middle Cheshire Road to Foster Road.  Turn left on Foster Road.  NDRH driveway is on the right.
 
Coming from the South :

(Estimated drive time from Corning is 1hour, 15 minutes)

Take Rt. I390 North and Exit #9 right on Rt. 15 through Cohocton.  Turn left at stop-light and proceed to Rt. 21 at North Cohocton; continue north on 21 through Naples to Cheshire. Turn right at Wells-Curtis Road; left at Middle Cheshire Rd.; right on Foster Rd.; NDRH driveway is on the right.
 
 Candidate Registration:  Sponsors please drop off your candidate with their luggage at the main entrance. Watch for the sign for “CANDIDATE REGISTRATION/LUGGAGE DROP-OFF” area.  Move your car promptly so others may use this convenient space.  REGISTRATION ENTRANCE will be marked.
 
Weekend Where & When Information

Any changes see signs in parking lot or www.rochestercursillo.org


Thursday

9:00 a.m.
Site Team begins unpacking & set-up

6:00-7:00 p.m.
Candidate Registration

7:15 p.m.
Sponsor Meeting in room #9

Saturday

7:00-8:00 p.m.
Holy Hour room #9
Sunday

6:00-6:30 a.m.
Las Mananitas

12:00 p.m.
Site Team begins strike & packing

2:30 p.m.
Music Practice in room #9.

3:30-3:45 p.m.
Gather for Closing Mass and announcements in Chapel

4:00-6:00 p.m.
Candidates enter for Mass followed by Receiving Line in dining room

6:00 p.m.
Candidates and Sponsors Departure – Community if you can stay for an additional hour to help with clean-up, the site team would really appreciate the palanca!

9:00 p.m.
Site Team concludes strike and packing

 

4th Day on Sunday, Aug. 17, 2008 at   St. Francis Parish Center 1:00-4:00 p.m. The rollista will be Karen Grimmer. All are welcome.
Men’s #83
Thursday, Nov. 13, to Sunday, Nov. 16, 2008, at Notre Dame Retreat Center
5151 Foster Road, Canandaigua, N. Y.


Post-Cursillo News
ULTREYA

We have Ultreyas available at 7 pm in the following areas:

Bath:  2nd Wednesday at Grimmer Household,  Karen Grimmer 607-382-2188  

Dansville:  3rd Saturday at St. Mary’s Annex,  Amy Keagy 585-335-8901

Hornell: 1st Thursday at St. Ann’s School, Mary Liz Flansburg 607-281-1355

Ithaca: 1st Sunday at Immaculate Conception School, Ted & Yvonne Capogrossi 607-273-4826 

Victor: 3rd Sunday at St. Patrick’s Parish Center, Mike Kristan 585-746-4937

Webster: 2nd Sunday at Holy Trinity, Bobbi LaVoie 585-265-4986 Nancy Tubiolo 585-671-7886

Geneva: 1st Monday at St. Steven’s Hospitality Center at 7:30, Judy Savaria 607-243-5691 

Hilton West-by-Northwest: last Saturday after 5 PM Mass at St Leo the Great Church, dish to pass supper followed by Ultreya, Sal LeChase 585-455-3980


A Warm Welcome to our newest Cursillistas from Men’s #82
 
	Fredrick
	Barkley Jr.
	St. Leo's
	
	Thomas
	McAfee
	Christ the King

	Gary
	Bower
	St. Leo's
	
	John
	Mosser
	St. Michael's

	Donald
	Burns
	St. John of Rochester
	
	Richard
	NiCastle
	St. Mary's Holy Family

	Joseph
	DiBattisto
	St. Leo's
	
	Douglas
	Palleschi
	Resurrection

	Robert
	Dulan
	Resurrection
	
	James
	Pechie
	St. Leo's

	Joseph
	Dulski
	St. Louis
	
	Anthony
	Perrone
	Resurrection

	Timothy
	Gacioch
	Resurrection
	
	Robert
	Peter, Sr.
	St. Leo's

	Thomas
	Ganley
	St. Leo's
	
	Timothy
	Santo
	St. Leo's

	Jonn
	Kryk
	St. Leo's
	
	Thomas
	Smith
	Holy Name of Jesus

	John
	Lash
	St. Patrick's
	
	William
	Smith
	St. Leo's

	Stephen
	Mance
	Holy Name of Jesus
	
	Thomas
	Soeder
	St. Leo's



Eduardo Bonnin

May 4, 1917 – February 6, 2008

Inspired by a challenge issued by Pope Pius XII in an address given in Rome on February 6, 1940, Eduardo Bonnin dedicated his life to helping people know of the love of God for them.  Under Eduardo’s dynamic leadership, Cursillos in Christianity were developed as a way to communicate to God’s people that God loves them.

The Cursillo Movement had its beginnings in Majorca, Spain.  Eduardo was Rector of the first Cursillo which took place there in August, 1944.  Today the Cursillo Movement is a worldwide Movement.

In a greeting to those gathered for the National Cursillo Encounter held in Philadelphia, PA, in July, 2006, Eduardo wrote, “Try to be people of faith, filled with Christ’s grace, transparent with idealism and joy.”  His message is one for all of us to heed and follow.

The Diocese of Rochester Cursillo Movement plans to remember and celebrate the legacy of Eduardo Bonnin at the Closing Mass for the Women’s #77 Weekend on July 27, 2008.

Eduardo is now enjoying his Fifth Day.  May he rest in peace.


Fr. Don McCarthy
On Sunday, June 29, 2008, Fr. Don McCarthy will celebrate 50 years of ordination to the priesthood.

 

Because of his Alzheimer's condition, it would be wonderful if Cursillistas could send him congratulatory notes and cards to:

Rev. Donald E. McCarthy, C.S.B.

Sisters of St. Joseph Motherhouse

150 French Road

Rochester, NY 14618-3822


The Fifth Day - Dave Billings
Dave Billings (M39) entered into his Fifth Day on April 16, 2008.  Dave was a member of Holy Apostles Parish in Rochester, NY, where he was active in the parish folk group.  Dave accompanied the folk group with his guitar which he also played at many Cursillo Events.  He served as Rector of the Men’s #65 Weekend at St. Michael’s, Newark, in February, 1993.  Dave was Rochester area Ultreya coordinator in the late 1990’s and he was a frequent participant in Residents Encounter Christ (REC) Programs at area prisons.  The Holy Apostles Choir sang “The Color Song” as a communion meditation song at Dave’s Funeral Mass on April 21, 2008.

· Carole Eilers-Lloyd


What’s Old is New Again

Depending on when you lived your Cursillo Weekend, you may have noticed what appears to be “new” terminology being used in the Cursillo Movement recently – in particular, the terms Piety, Study, and Action.  Well, the three legs of the Cursillo tripod have changed as follows:

Holiness -> Piety

Formation -> Study

Evangelization -> Action

What you may not be aware of is that these changes are a return to the original names used when Cursillo was first started in the United States.  These changes became effective with the publication of the latest revision of the Cursillo Manual.  So, why the changes? Hopefully, this quote from the Preface of the new Cursillo Manual will shed some light on this for you.

“In 1998 our Holy Father, Pope John Paul II requested that all religious orders and ecclesiastical groups go back and search their foundational charism.  A foundational charism is the gift provided by the Holy Spirit, which sets that particular group apart and provides a unique contribution to the Roman Catholic Church.  This project has taken several years to accomplish.  Today, it is a reality, thanks to the dedication of many leaders, our National Secretariat and the Palanca of many Cursillistas.

With a better understanding of the mentality and purpose of Cursillos in Christianity, this Manual is a returning to the “Cradle” of Cursillos.  With various visits and conversations with Eduardo Bonnin there has been a better understanding of the why of many things.”1

 The Cursillo Movement’s Cursillo Manual, Copyright 2006 by the National Secretariat of the Cursillo Movement in the United States

Las Mananitas

Las Mananitas is a Spanish folk song traditionally sung on a person’s Birthday or Saint’s Name Day.  In the Cursillo tradition it is sung as an early morning serenade on the last day of a Cursillo Weekend, as we look forward to the Fourth Day.  The word “Las Mananitas” suggests something like an endearing morning.

Participants of a Weekend require isolation in order to build a united Christian community in only three days.  The atmosphere must be reflective, prayerful and sincere.  Contact with the outside community must be avoided.

The greatest contribution the outside community can make to the Weekend is to offer Palanca for it and attend the closing, the initial point of contact between the outside community and the new cursillistas.  For some people arising early and traveling a distance to attend Las Mananitas is a form of Palanca offered for the candidates.

The Rochester Cursillo Secretariat sees the value of celebrating Las Mananitas and at the same time recognizes that personal contact with candidates must not occur.  It will be left to the Rector/a of a Weekend to determine how to best accommodate Las Mananitas and avoid community contact.

Women are invited to arrive at Notre Dame Retreat Center in Canandaigua, NY, at 6:00 AM on Sunday, July 27, 2008, to participate in Las Mananitas for the Women’s #77 Weekend.  Instructions for celebrating the event will be given when you arrive at Notre Dame.  Men are invited to arrive at Notre Dame Retreat Center at 6:00 AM on Sunday, November 16, 2008, for Las Mananitas for the Men’s #83 Weekend.


The 10 Charisms of Cursillo
A charism is a gift freely given by God to a person or community, for the good and service of others in bringing about the Kingdom of God.  Victor Lugo described the ten charisms of Cursillo in a talk about the book “First Conversations of Cala La Figuera” by Eduardo Bonnin at the Region 3 Encounter in September of 2003.  The following list of charisms is from notes taken by Mike Waldron and Mary Liz Flansburg at that talk.

The Ten Charisms of Cursillo are:

 

1.) Person - The Person is the Creation of God.

 

2.) Freedom- We need to have freedom from the conditions put on us by the world and each other.

 

3.) Love- We need to love each other for who they are.

 

4.) Friendship- We need to have true friends - love our friends- share with our friends.

 

5.) Conviction- Belief in God, that he has freed us through Jesus.

 

6.) Sincere- Present ourselves to each other as who we are in front of God. Be authentic.

 

7.) Criteria- There are not rules or guidelines from the origin, only criteria to be met.  We need to follow the method and purpose of Cursillo.  The purpose is to save souls and build Christian community.

 

8.) Life- We need to challenge each other to the truth in our daily lives.

 

9.) Normality- A natural, normal way of living life.  We need to live the 3 day weekend as "normal" as possible.  Cursillo brings us practical application of Piety, Study, and Action that we can use every day after the 3 day.  This method is brought into our "normal way of life", thereby converting our hearts continually despite the lack of balloons and flowers and flare... We are always moving closer to Christ due to continuing our lives in the environments which we already belong to before the 3 day, but leading them now with eyes of faith.  Our Metanoia is on-going, even without 
balloons, serenades, etc., so should the weekend reflect real & normal routines of life. 
 

10.) Joyful-  Christ Lives in ME!!!  In US!!!  That realization extends into the Fourth Day, that Christ is in us, with us and always a part of our lives, whether or not we "feel" his presence, we will exude joy from our smiling faces, our kind words, our actions of forgiveness, and caring.  We are joyful because we are fully aware of Christ's relationship within us, and we share this Good News with everyone we meet, not just by using words, but our joyful action!

Communications News
Please contact me if you know someone who wants to receive the Prism and is not currently receiving it. See my e-mail address and phone number below.   Please send me your e-mail address so I can e-mail the Prism to you and save money.  And if your address changes, please let me know.  

Chuck Hasso
chasso@frontiernet.net
(585) 671-5735
	Rochester Cursillo Movement Web Page: www.rochestercursillo.org 



Current Secretariat Members
	Chair
	Name
	Phone Number
	E-Mail

	Spiritual Director
	Msgr. Gerry Krieg
	(585) 383-1577
	rkrieg@stlouischurch.org

	Spiritual Director
	Fr. Joe Catanise
	(585) 719-9284
	Fcatanise@dor.org

	Lay Director
	Chuck Hasso
	(585) 671-5735
	chasso@frontiernet.net

	PreCursillo
	Mary Liz Flansburg
	(607) 281-1355
	Maryliziz@aol.com

	Secretary
	Judy Savaria
	(607) 243-5691
	judywithag@yahoo.com

	Treasurer
	Tom Treis
	(585) 223-7166
	Tomkt43@frontiernet.net

	3 Day Cursillo Chair
	Chuck Flansburg
	(607) 324-7975
	Crmaatultreya2@aol.com

	PostCursillo
	Carole Eilers-Lloyd
	(585) 624-4614
	ceilersl@rochester.rr.com

	PostCursillo
	Karen Grimmer
	(607) 382-2188
	Karen4acn@hotmail.com kgrimmer@dor.org

	School of Leaders
	Margie Lash
	(315) 548-5164
	bmslash@bluefrog.com

	Communications
	Jeanne Cochran
	(585) 797-8643
	Jcochran@rochester.rr.com


Incoming Secretariat Members
	Chair
	Name
	Phone Number
	E-Mail

	Secretary
	Sharon Prince
	(585) 392-2710
	sprince@dor.org

	Treasurer
	Mark Peterson
	(585) 749-0581
	mark@rochesterbiz.com

	Communications
	Betty Murphy
	(585) 392-2710
	bmurphy@dor.org

	PostCursillo
	Bill Grimmer
	(607) 776-4027
	williamgrimmer@hotmail.com



Take a trip with Fr. Joe, One of your Spiritual Directors
May 12, 2009 – May 22, 2009

Departure Port – Copenhagen, Denmark

10 Day Baltic Cruise w/ Fr. Joe Catanise

Pre cruise extension to Reykjavik, Iceland is available, call for details.

Itinerary:

May 11th 6:00 PM Depart Copenhagen, Denmark, Gdynia, Poland, Riga, Latvia, Tallinn, Estonia, St. Petersburg, Russia (2 days), Helsinki, Finland, Stockholm, Sweden, Visby, Sweden, Kiel, Germany, Copenhagen, Denmark

Inside Cabin: $2598.00 per person, d.o.; Oceanview Cabin: $2798.00 per person, d.o.; Balcony: $3098.00 per person, d.o.;  All prices include air fare, ship accommodations, meals, transfers, & port charges, fuel surcharge & all taxes.  Note: You must have a current U.S. Passport. **Deposit of $375.00 by July 3rd for these early booking prices**
 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, November 10- 17, 2008.  Call for further information!
Pilgrimage to Shrines of Canada: September 18-21, 2008 Double: $589.00 per person; Single: $789.00 per person. Deposit of $275.00 is due.  2 nights in Quebec & 1 night in Montreal with round trip motor coach & taxes. 3 Breakfasts and 1 Dinner. A guided tour of Montreal with various stops in Old Quebec City.  Shrine Visits include Our Lady of the Cape Shrine, St. Anne de Beaupre Shrine, St. Joseph Oratory, Notre-Dame-du Cap Shrine

Escapes Inc

13 State Street

Rochester NY 14614

(585) 672-1516

(585) 454-1635 FAX

Rochester Cursillo Movement
Betty Murphy
St. Leo the Great Church
167 Lake Avenue

Hilton, New York 14468
Address Service Requested

The Prism


“Let your life be a Gospel to all”





Rev. Gene Weis


1759 West Schwartz Blvd.


Lady Lake, FL 32159 (The Villages)





Dear Chuck:





Thank you so much for your kind invitation to the 40th Anniversary celebration of the Cursillo Movement in the Diocese of Rochester.  I am one of the “dinosaurs”, having made Rochester Men’s #2 at McQuaid Jesuit High School in 1968.  But now that I have retired to Florida, my trips back to my roots in Rochester are few and far between.





Making my Cursillo was the 2nd greatest experience of my life – after my ordination in Sacred Heart Cathedral 6/2/62 with Bp. James E. Kearney, D.D. Bishop of Rochester officiating.  Because the Cursillo influenced and changed my life so thoroughly, I gave back to it extensively, working 22 weekends as a Spiritual Director in the 70’s and 80’s mostly, each with a 3 month preparation and formation of team.  I was Diocesan Director for 3 years, during the time of Sandy Sinopoli and Bob Bacher of Fairport and Bill ??? (Rose Rd.) and Joe Kane of Chili.





I have been giving Marriage Encounter weekends from 1979 until the present.  I am now the Ecclesial Priest for Worldwide Marriage Encounter here in Central Florida, the Diocese of Orlando.  WWME will celebrate its 40th Anniversary this summer in Ontario, California at a National Convention, which I expect I will be attending.





With best wishes for a great successful celebration with the Bishop and honored Cursillo Alumni, I promise you my prayers and loving support.  God bless ALL of you!





Sincerely yours in the Risen Christ,





Rev. Gene Weis  -  retired priest of the Diocese of Rochester
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